A CAPSULE LOOK AT HINDUISM

	Who is God?
	Male gods and female goddesses

(Shiva, Kali)
	Animals and half-animals

(Hannuman, Ganesh)
	Nature

(mountains, rivers, trees, stars, planets)
	Monism

(God is infinite, all-pervasive, impersonal)

	What is their source of Authority?
	Mythology

(Ramayana)
	Priests

(they are the gatekeepers to and guardians of the idol, not teachers about God)
	Scriptures

(Rig Vedas, Bhagavad-Gita, various other scriptures)
	Gurus

(Like Sai Baba who are advisors or wisdom teachers)

	What is wrong in the world?
	Anger of the gods and goddesses

(capricious)
	Spirits, ghosts are not placated
	Stars and planets are angry
	Karma

(good deeds weighed against bad deeds)

	How can I make things right?
	Pooja

(one receives ‘shakti’ or power from the idol when it is worshipped)
	Bhakti or worship 
	Pilgrimage

(to places where they believe heaven touches earth)
	Yoga (word means union- through yoga one practices self-discipline)


